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Henry V is Shakespeareâ€™s most famous â€œwar playâ€•; it includes the storied English victory

over the French at Agincourt. Some of it glorifies war, especially the choruses and Henryâ€™s

speeches urging his troops into battle. But we also hear bishops conniving for war to postpone a bill

that would tax the church, and soldiers expecting to reap profits from the conflict. Even in the

speeches of Henry and his nobles, there are many chilling references to the human cost of war. The

authoritative edition of Henry V from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used

Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes: -Freshly edited text based on the

best early printed version of the play -Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing

the text of the play -Scene-by-scene plot summaries -A key to the playâ€™s famous lines and

phrases -An introduction to reading Shakespeareâ€™s language -An essay by a leading

Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play -Fresh images from the Folger

Shakespeare Libraryâ€™s vast holdings of rare books -An annotated guide to further reading Essay

by Michael Neill The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the worldâ€™s

largest collection of Shakespeareâ€™s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from

around the globe. In addition to exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers

a full calendar of performances and programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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This play is best known for the St. Crispian's Day "Band of Brothers" speech given by King Henry



just before the battle at Agincourt. It is a powerful speech that rallies people at all times and

everywhere. Sir Lawrence Olivier made a film version in 1944 during WWII and Kenneth Branagh

made another as recently as 1989. You can count on there being more versions. Epecially so when

computers can help them make spectacular battle scenes (that aren't really in the play) with less

expense.Audiences love this play and they should. There is a lot to like and enjoy. I think upon

repeated readings Henry becomes a more equivocal character than he seems at first. And readers

of the King Henry IV plays will know him before he became King Henry and know something deeper

about his personality.And of course there is the whole bit about the drive to France being sponsored

by the Church to avoid confiscation of property by the Crown. Moreover, there is the slaughtering of

the French prisoners, and his treatment of Falstaff (who dies offstage in this play). This isn't

revisionist stuff, it is right there in the play, but it is easy to miss the first time you are trying to take in

the play.In any case, this Arden edition is the one to buy and read from. Why? Because it has the

most authoritative text, but that is only the beginning. It also shows variants between the early

sources. The notes at the bottom of each page of the play are simply fabulous. The editor includes

not only helpful notes explaining what might be obscure in the text of the play, he provides sources

Shakespeare probably used such as Holinshed and makes for some very interesting study. There

are also some helpful notes on how various scenes have been performed over time.
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